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Ciiapter can, if they please, conclude more informal agreements
XYL direct with foreign governments. In theory, as laid down
by the Imperial Conference of 1923, these should deal
with questions of technical or at least minor im-
portance, but the most famous of all was the recipro-
city agreement of 1911 between the United States
and Canada, which embodied a principle so important
as to bring about a Parliamentary impasse through the
obstruction of the opposition, and to lead to the down-
fall of the administration at the general election en-
suing. Sir W. Laurier had been led on to this measure
by the success of his earlier informal negotiations with
Germany and Italy. Need for informal action was abro-
gated by the doctrine effectively asserted in 1923 that
a treaty affecting Canada could be signed for Canada
by a Canadian delegate without a British colleague,
and there are obvious advantages in securing that
measures are embodied in treaties which involve
definite and well-understood obligations in lieu of mere
governmental accords, which suffice for a modus vivendi.
Indirectly, obligations can still be placed on Dominion
nationals by British action without Dominion con-
currence. The right to exercise extra-territorial juris-
diction belongs to the King on the advice of the British
Government, and thus his renunciation on that advice
alone of such jurisdiction as regards Albania in 1926
and his similar action in 1923 and 1928 as regards the
Tangier Zone of Morocco deprived British subjects
resident in the Dominions or nationals thereof of the
rights formerly enjoyed in this regard, and placed them
under control of the Albanian courts and the Mixed
Court set up in Tangier. This position is on a par with
the fact that by declaring war with Afghanistan at any